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* Cotablifhed the fourth Day of une, 


One Thouſand, Seven Hundred, and Eighty-Seven 


For the mutual Aſſiſtance of all and every ſuch Member or Members 
thereof, that may by Sickneſs, or any other Infirmitiy, be inca- 
1 of following their reſpective Employments, alſo to e 

nduſtry, and to improve every ether ſocial Virtue that conſpires 
to the good of Mankind in general, and this SocieTY in 
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I is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 


| Who can all Senſe of others Ills eſcape, 
1 but a Beaſt at beſt in human Shape. 
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Lame, or had any other Infirmity at the Time 
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MADE FOR 


Tux AMICABLE SOCIETY &c. 


N 2£ 


4 HA T the Members of the 

7 AMICABLE SOCIETY, of 

2 T the Pariſh of Great Sheepy, 
My in the County of Leiceſter, 
NI | „ and Places adjacent, are 
RAY ” agreed, That every Perſon 
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who ſhall be accepted a 
MꝰMMu ember of the ſame, ſhall 
be reputed a Perſon of ſober Life, and of an 
hone Character, before the Society ſhall 
proceed to ballot for, or againſt his Admiſ- 
ſion ; and that no Perſon ſhall be admitted after 
the ſigning of theſe Articles, that is under e:gbfeer 
or above forty Years of Age; and if it afterwards 
appears that any Member was Conſumptive, 


ne 


E 


of his Admittance and concealed the ſame, ſuch 
Member ſhall be excluded. 


ä . | 

Tar every Member of this Society, ſhall 
pay all Arrears due to the Box, at the End of 
three Months, or forfeit (over and above his 
regular Payments,) Szx-pence ;and if ſuch Arrears 
are not diſcharged at the next cnſuing Meeting, 
cvery ſuch Member ſhall forfeit One Shilling; 
and it is alſo further agreed, that if all Arrears 
and Forfeitures ſtand undiſcharged and not paid 
to the Box at the End of fix Months, every ſuch 
Member thall be excluded: And it is alſo fur- 
ther and particularly agreed, that no Member 
what ſocver ſhall receive any Benefit from the 
Box in caſe of Sickneſs. Lameneſs, &c. if he is 
in Arrears more than three Months, that is, 
every Member who neglects paying his Dues to 
the Box at the End of every three Months from 
his laſt Payment, ſhall not be entitled to any 
Benefit for that Space of Time he 1s ſubject to 
Fines and Forfeitures ; nevertheleſs, when his 
Arrears and Fines are diſcharged, every ſuch 
Member 1s entitled to all future Benefits, agreea- 
ble to the Articles, excepting always when under 
penal Circumſtances. 


III. 

Titar as many Members of this Society, 
whoſe Inclination and Convenience it may ſuit, 
do mect every firſt Saturday in the Kalender- 
F | Month | 
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Month, from the Date of theſe Preſents, at the 
Houſe of Tomas WaLToN, in Great-Sheepy 
aforeſaid, between the Hours of Eight and Ten 
in the Summer, and Seven and Nise in the 
Winter Evenings ; each preſent Member to pay 
One Shilling, and all Arrears to the Box, Ten- 
pence of it to go to the Box, and Two-pence for 
Liquor; and alſo every Qut-Member to pay, or 
cauſe to be paid, all Arrears in the ſame Manner 
and Order, or to be ſubject to the Penalties 
mentioned in the ſecond Article. N. B. Each 
Perſon to pay Five Sbillings Entrance. 


IV. 

THarT there ſhall be a good Box provided 
with three Locks and three Keys, the Stewards 
to have each of them one, and the Clerk the 
other, and that both Stewards and Clerk thall 
attend to do their reſpective Offices, and alſo 
bring their Keys by Eight o'Clock in the Summer 
and Seven in the Winter Evenings, or depute 
proper Perſons belonging to the Society to tranſ- 
act their Buſineſs, or pay for ſuch Omiſſion, 
One Shilling each to the Box. The Conſtables 
to be ſubject to this Article the ſame as the Stew- 
ards and Clerk. ' 


Q £ | 8 
Tur two Stewards ſhall be choſen annually 
out of the Committee, by Rotation, the firſt 
Meeting next enſuing the Feaſt; and if ſuch of 
the Committee refuſe to ſerve as Stewards as oy 
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ſtand in Order on the Liſt, the next ſhall ſtand, 
and that every Committee Man who refuſes 
to ſerve the Office of Steward in his Turn, ſhall 
forfeit Two Shillings and Six-pence to the Box, 
the Clerk ſhall alie be choſen at the ſame Time, 
or continued in his Office, according as he or 
the Majority may think proper; the Clerk to be 
allowed and paid by the Stewards, Two Shillings 
aud Six pence per Quarter; and that if the Clerk 
ſhall omit entering into the Book the Payment 
of any Member or Members that attend the 
Meetings, and charge them with the ſame at a 
future Meeting, he ſhall, on Proof, forfeit To- 
pence to the Box; and that if he omits calling 
any attending Member or Members, he ſhall for- 
feit the like Sum; and to prevent any Fraud 
upon the Society, it is expreſſly determined, 
that the Clerk ſhall not upon any Pretence, re 

ceive any Payments from the Members, and if 
it can be proved that he has, for every Month's 
Payment received, he ſhall forfeit One Shilling 
to the Box. 


. 

THAT there ſhall be an annual Feaſt on the 
Old 29th of May, at ſuch Houſe where the Club 
ſhall at that Time be kept, for the general En- 
tertainment of the Society ; where a ſufficient 
Feaſt ſhall be provided, which Feaſt ſhall be paid 
for at the Expence of the Society, out of the 
Box, after the Rate of Two Shillings for each 
Member; and that there ſhall be a Sermon 
preached 
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preached that Day on the Occaſion, for Which 
there ſhall be One Guinea paid by the Stewards 
out of the Society's Stock; and every Member 
who does not attend and go to Church to hear 
the ſaid Sermon, ſhall forfeit Szx-pence, to be 
ſpent on the Feaſt Day; and that every Member 
all keep his Place to and from Church, accord- 
ing to the Priority of his Entrance, or forfeit 
Two-pence for every neglect, to the ox. 


ASA | | 

THAT at the next Meeting after the Feaſt, 
the old Stewards and Clerk {hall make up their 
Accounts for the paſt Year, and if the Stewards 
ſhall be found deficient, and refuſe to make good 
ſuch Deficiences, he or they ſhall forfeit Twenty 
Shillings to the Box; the old Stewards: ſhall alſo 
deliver their Keys to the new Stewards, who 
ſhall then be choſen, together with the Society's 
Money they may have in Hand, or ſecurities for 
the ſame or any other Matter or Concern, belong- 
ing to the Society, or forfeit double the Sum he 
or they withold, and be ſued by the ſucceeding 


Stewards, at the Expence of the ſaid Society, for 
the ſame. | 


VIII. 

THAT a Committee of eight Members be an- 
nually choſen, at the laſt mentioned Meeting, 
out of which Number the new Stewards are to 
be appointed, agreeable to the fifth Article; and 
that if it appear any new Articles are wanting 
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C9 
to (rome the Welfare of the Society, the Stew- 
ards, Clerk, and Committee are hereby authoriz- 
ed to draw and form ſuch new ones, and if they 
are approved of by the Majority of the then pre- 
ſent Meeting, they ſhall be deemed to everv 
Intent and Purpoſe equally binding and penal 
to every Member of the Society; nevertheleſs, 
no new Article or Order ſhall affect or bind in 
any Penalty any Member or Members of this 


Society, until he or they are firſt made acquainted 
with its Purport. : 


IX. 

THaT the Stewards ſhall not ſet out to Intereſt 
any Sum of Money exceeding Twenty Shillings 
without the Conſent of the Majority, or if that 
or a leſs Sum be ſet out to Intereſt or lent, and 
be loſt, the Steward or Stewards who lent or ſet 
out the ſame, ſhall make good ſuch Deficiency 
to the Box, or forfeit the full Value of the Sum ſo 
| loſt, to be recovered in ſuch Manner as the Law 
directs, at the Expence of the Society. 
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THarT there ſhall be two Conſtables choſen | 
annually, who are as much as poſſible to keep | 
| the Members at Meetings ſilent while they are 
[3 called over by the Clerk to pay their Arrears, &c. 
to the Stewards, and any Member who contiuues 
noiſy and impertinent after they are charged by 
the Conſtables to keep Silence, ſhall forfeit Two- 
pence to the Box; and if they are not Dr 
Ls 
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by this Penalty, and continue troubleſome, they 
ſhall immediately put him or them out of the 
Club Room. 'The Conſtables are hkewiſe to 
ſerve the Members with Liquor at every Meet- 
ing and Feaſt, and take Care that every Member 
has an equal Share ,of ſuch Liquor, or upon 
Proof given of any Partiality in its Diſtribution, 
ſhall forfeit Twwo-pence to the Box; they ſhall 
likewiſe provide Chairs for the Stewards, and 
bring in the Box when wanted, and take it to it's 
proper Place when the Club Hours are over; 
they ſhall likewiſe attend the Club Hours both 
both Summer and Winter Evenings, and endea- 
vour to the utmoſt of their Power to keep Peace 
and good Order amongſt the Members, and to 
make immediate Demands for the Penalties for 
Oaths &c. during Club Hours, and hkewiſe to 
take Care that no more Liquor be expended 
than what is ordered by the Stewards, ' or be 
ſubject to pay for ſuch Overplus themſelves, and 
for every neglect of their above Duty, to forfeit 
Two-pence to the Box. And that no Perſon 
{hall be admitted into the Club Room, except 
the Members of the Society, without Leave of 
the Stewards. | 


XI, | 
Tuar an Aſſiſtant or Examiner be appointed 


yearly, whoſe Office is to examine every new 
Member who is ſuppoſed to be older than the 


Articles allow tor Admittance, reſpecting 0 
Se 


E 


Age or any other Diſqualification regarding his 
Health, and to give his Opinion reſpecting the 
ſame, and to aſk other Queſtions directed by the 
Stewards; he is likewiſe to provide a ſufficient 
Quantity of Half-pence at Meetings and Feaſts 
for the Convenience of Change and diſpatching 
of Buſineſs; he is alſo to take Care that no bad 
or counterfeit Money be paid by the Members, 
and if he ſhall detect any one or more ſo doing, 
ſuch Member ſhall forfeit double the Money 
ſo offered to the Box, the Examiner to forfeit 
Two-pence for every Neglect of his Duty, and for 
not attending Club Hours. 


XII. 

Tur if any Member Swear, Curſe, Game, 
or offer any Wager during Club Hours, in the 
Club Room, he or they ſhall forfeit Twwo-pence 
as often as they repeat the ſame that Night; and 
that if any Member ſhall ſtrike any other Mem- 
ber during the ſaid Hours, he ſhall pay Six- 
pence for the firſt Offence, and if he offends a 
ſecond Time the ſame Night, One Shilling; and 
that if any Member at any Time ſhall upbraid 
his Fellow-Member on Account of his having 
received the Benefit of the Box, according to the 


Articles, he ſhall forfeit for every Offence of 


that Nature, One Sbilling.— N. B. The Conſta- 
bles are to demand for the Uſe of the Box, all 
the Penalties included in this and every other 
Article. 


XIII 
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XIII. 5 

THAT when it ſhall pleaſe God any Member 
of this Society ſhall be viſited with Sickneſs 
Lameneſs, or any other Infimitity, that may 
render him ncapable of Work, ſuch Meinber, 
upon three Day's Notice given to the Stewards, 
ſhall receive Six Shillings per Week during his 


 Tineſs, and half that Allowance when ſuch 


Member ſhall be ſo far recovered from his In- 
Ciſpoſition, as to be ſaid to do or perform half 
Work, or earn half his uſual Wages, and to 
continue to receive half Pay until he 1s capable 
of performing a ſufficient- Day's Work. The 
Stewards are, upon proper Application, to take 
Care that the ſick, lame, and infirm Members 
be regularly paid, or forfeit for every ſuch 
Omiſſion, Five Shill:ngs to the Box; and that 
no Member of this Society ſhall receive any 
Benefit from the Box, till they have been a 
Member thereof eighteen. Kallender Months, 


from the Date of their reſpective Entrances. 


XIV. 

Tur every Out-Member who on Account 
of Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or any other Infirmity 
ſhall claim the weekly Pay, ſhall at the ſame Time, 
produce an atteſted Certificate, directed to the 
Stewards or Clerk, expreſſing his Diſorder, and 
ſigned by the Miniſter or Church-Warden of the 
Pariſh where ſuch Member reſides, ' or by any 


Deputy-Steward reſiding within the ſame Pariſh, 


and 
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and that Certificates of the ſame Nature be pro- 
duced every fourteen Days during the Sickneſs, 
or Lameneſs, &c. of ſuch Member; and that all 
Out-Members ſhall be at the Charge of the Con- 
veyance or Carriage of their weekly Pay remitted 
by the Stewards for their Benefit; and all Letters 
from diſtant Members, or Certificates, directed 
to the Stewards, ſhall have their Poſtage paid, or 
ſuch Charge of Poſtage be deducted from their 
Payments; and that the Society will not be 
anſwerable for the Miſcarriage or Loſs of any 
Money remitted, as directed by any Out-Member. 


XV. 

Trar every Member who through Age, or 
any other Circumſtance, ſhall be rendered inca- 
pm of working any more for his own or fami- 
A cork; every ſuch ſuperannuated Member 

| be entitled to, and receive Three Shillings 
per Week during Life ; and that every Member 
who through Age, or any other Indiſpoſition, 
that may deprive him of earning a Livelihood, 


ſhall be free from all Payments, during his Life, ; 


or Incapacity for Working: and that no Mem- 
ber ſhall receive Six Shillings per Week for more 
than one whole Vear, during the Continuance of 
any Indiſpoſition, and Three Shiilings per Week 
during ſuch Indiſpoſition afterwards. 


XVI. 
Trar if any Member counterfeit any Indiſ- 


poſition 
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poſition, and claim the Pay, upon ſatisfactory 
Proof thereof to the Stewards, every ſuch Mem 
ber ſhall be excluded; and that any Member 
who may be ſuſpected from ſeveral 3 
Circumſtances of feigning any Indiſpoſition and 
claim the Benefit, every fach Member ſhall ſub- 
mit to the Examination of ſome ſkilful Phyſician, 
or Surgeon, appointed by the Stewards for that 
Purpoſe; and that if any Member refuſe to ſub- 
mit to ſuch Examination, he ſhall not be entitled 
to any Benefit whatſoever during the Continu- 
ance of fuch Complaint, but that if any Member 
ſubmit to ſuch Examination, and the Phyſician 
or Surgeon declares it his Opinion that ſuch 
Member's Complaint is not feigned, every ſuch 
Member, as a Recompence for fuck miſtake n 
Suſpicion, ſhall be entitled to and receive a 
Month's Pay, over and above what is due 
to him from his weekly Allowance according to 
the Articles; and the Informer, if he be a Mem- 
ber, ſhall pay ſuch injured Member One Shilling, 
or Two Shillings to the Box, by way of Repara- 


ion for ſuch prejudicial or falſe Report to the 


Injury of his Character. 


XVII. 1 
Tur when it ſhall pleaſe God any Member 


of this Society ſhall die, having been entered this 


Society one Year or upwards, there ſhall be Forty 

Sh:llings paid out of the Box for a decent Burial, 

which ſhall be laid out at the Diſcretion of the 
Steward 
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Stewards, and a Pall ſhall be paid for out of the 
ſaid Forty Shillings ; and every Member that ſhall 
attend the Corpſe to the Grave, ſhall have a pair 
of clean lead al ae” Gloves at his own Expence, 
or ſhall forfeit Siæx-pence to the Box; and upon 
the Death of any Member, having been in it five 


whole Years, from the Date of his Entrance, 


theStewards ſhall upon Notice given, pay out of 
the Box, the Sum of Five Pounds to the Widow, 
Child, Children, or Heir at Law, or any other 
Perſon the deceaſed Member ſhall appoint his 
Heir ; but his Funeral Charges ſhall be paid out 
of it; and every Member of this Society, ſhall, 
at the next Meeting after Notice given by the 
Stewards, pay into the Box Six-pence, over and 
above all 2 55 Payments, or be excluded the 
Society. 


XVIII. 
THAT in each Town or Village when and 
where it may be judged expedient, one Member 
belonging to this Society ſhall be appointed a 


Deputy-Steward, who ſhall, at leaſt once in a 
Week, viſit any ſick or infirm Member, and give 


or cauſe to be given, a true Report of the Con- 
dition of ſuch Member to the Stewards; and 
that if any Deputy-Steward ſhall be proved guil- 
ty of giving or cauſing to be given, an unjuſt 
Report either in Favour or Prejudice of any fick 


or lame Member, he ſhall forfeit Five Shillings 


to the Box, and' be deemed incapable of ever 
| | after 
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Death be the Conſequenee of ſu 


1 
after ſerving the Society in this or any other Of 
fice; and that no Deputy- Steward ſhall be ob- 
liged to viſit any ſick or lame Member at the diſ- 
ſtance of more than a Mile from the place of his 


Reſidence; and if ſuch Deputy - Steward does not 
viſit ſuch Member at leaſt once a Week, and give 


his Report at leaſt onee. every Meeting, he ſhall 
forfeit for every Neglect, Szx pence to the Box. 


t 
THAT when it ſhall appear from the Book that 
any Member has paid Ten Pounds to the Box, 
excluſive of all Payments,. he or fueh Member 
having not received from it on Account of Sick- 


neſs &c.. then he ſhall be deemed a Freeman, and 


be entitled to and receive the Box Allowance, . 
and excuſed his Month's Payments to the Box ; 
it being conſidered that ſuch Member's pay by 
Intereſt 1s equivalent to the other Members who- 
are not exempted from ſuch Payments ; notwith- 
ſtanding ſueh Members ſhall pay any other De- 
mands aſſigned by other Articles or forfeit Five 
Shillings to the Box. 


XX. „ 
Tur no Perfon ſhall have any Benefit from 
the Box on Account of any Infirmity he may bring. 


| upon himſelf by Fighting, except ſuch Fighting. 


was neceſſary in his own Defence; and that no- 
Member ſhall receive any Benefit whoſe. Infirmity 
proceeds from a Venereal Complaint; and if 
ch Diſeaſe, nor- 
thing. 
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thing will be allowed any Heir, &c. and that if 
any Member enter the Club Room diſguiſed in 
Liquor he ſhall forfeit Two-pence to the Box; and 
that if any Diſpute ſhall ariſe between two or 
more Members, during Club Hours, ſuch Diſ- 
ute ſhall immediately be put to a Reference, and 
if the Diſputants refuſe to ſubmit to the Refer- 
ence's Determination they ſhall be fined Sixpence 

for the Benefit of the Box. 5 

„ 

Tur if any Member be impriſoned for Felo- 
ny and convicted, he ſha!l be totally excluded; 


but any Member impriſoned for Debt only, ſhall 


be excuſed his Month's Payments, during Con- 
finement; and that if it appears that ſuch Miſ- 
fortune did not proceed from his own Miſcon- 
duct, he ſhall receive every Benefit from the Box, 
under ſuch pitiable Circumſtances, as in Caſe of 


Sickneſs, &c. : 
XXII. 


THAT the Society ſhall not be diſſolved, nor 
the Caſh collected be divided, ſo long as five 
Members vote for its Continuance; and that if 


any Member propoſe the Diſſolution of this So- | 


ciety, upon a fair Conviction, ſuch Member ſhall 
be abſolutely excluded; and that if the Caſh 
ſhould by any Misfortune be reduced to Ten 
Pounds, every Member, upon Notice given by 
the Stewards, &c. ſhall pay into the Box at the 


next Meeting, One Shilling each, over and above 
their uſual Payments, or forfeit Five Sh1/l:ngs to 


the Box. 


OT 1 


XXIII. 
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| XXIII. 8 | 

Tur as it is the indiſpenſible Duty of every 
Chriſtian Society, to attend ſome religious Place 
of Worſhip, all and every Member of this Society 
do hereby agree, and bind themſelves oy this 
Article, to attend Divine Worſhip, at leaſt once 
a Month, in their reſpective Pariſh Churches, 
or forfeit Two-pence to the Box; nevertheleſs, 
it is not intended by this Article, to oblige any 
Member of a different Religion to attend 
the Service of the Church of England, but 
that every diſſenting Member be allowed the free 
Exerciſe of his own Religion, agreeable to the 
Principles of his Education, or any other that 
has been his voluntary Choice; yet every ſuch 
diflenting Member is obliged to attend Divine 
Service once at leaſt in the ſame Space of Time 
in ſome Place appointed for that Purpoſe, agree- 
able to his own Principles. 


XXIV. . 
THAT every Member of this Society who lives 


_— ws 


within five Miles of GREAT Surety, or five 


Miles of the Apothecary's Houſe, who ſhall be 
employed by this Society, ſhall pay into the Box 
Two Shillings on the Feaſt Day yearly, to an Apo- 


thecary to attend ſuch Members as are within the 
Diſtances above-mentioned, 


| 1 
Tua any Member convicted of breaking one 


| or more of theſe Articles, to which any Penalty 


18 
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is annexed, ſhall, at the Time of Conviction, or 
at the next meeting, pay the forfeiture, or be ex- 
cluded. The Conſtables are to demand the Fines 
that are forfeited in Club Hours, and all other 
Fines the Stewards ſhall direct them to claim, or 
forfeit Two-pence for Neglect or Diſobedi- 
ence; and that 1f any excluded member commences 
a Law-Suit againſt the Stewards, on Account of 
his Excluſion, ſuch Steward or Stewards ſhall be 


allowed the Expences incurred from ſuch Law- 
Suit from the Box. 


XXVI. 

Tua it is and ſhall be agreed by and between 
all Parties that do execute theſe Preſents, or that 
after the Execution thereof ſhall be admitted a 
Member of this Society, that whoſoever ſhall be 
found negligent in obeying, fulfilling performing 
and keeping all and every the Orders and Agree- 
ments herein before mentioned to be obeyed, per- 
formed and kept, ſuch Member ſo neghgent, 
mall not only loſe the Benefit of this Society, but 
be for ever Excluded the ſame: By ſo doing we 
ſhall demonſtrate how uſeful to mankind a Socie- 
ty of this Nature may be, when its Members are 
diſpoſed from a Principle of Humanity, to diſ- 
charge every ſocial Duty that Religion and Rea 
fon dictate, the Conſequence if our Articles are 
juſtly and punctually executed, will certainly 
crown us and our Endeavours with Peace, Har. 
nony and Happineis, to the Honour of the Pa- 
rih of GREAT Snxzpy, and Places adjacent. 
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MEMBERS NAMES, 


According to the Priority of their Entrance. 


Time when Entered. MEunER'Ss Names. No. 


Ae, Frehon Gag. 7 Þ 
Johm Glover Clark, 2 
James Hull, C7 a 5 ] 
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